Baseline 4 Sights Reading Test 5 th Grade Test #1 
Name: _ Classroom Teacher:_ 

Read the story, and then answer questions #1-4. 

PART 1: 

The Case of the Missing Supplies 
By Nicole Welsh 

"Ms. Roswell?" Jimmy called out, raising his hand. 

"Yes, Jimmy," his teacher responded as she returned to the front of the 
classroom from the hallway where she had been having a conversation with 
Mr. Higgins, the school's principal. 

"When are we going to choose team captains for field day?" he asked 
eagerly. His classmates all nodded their heads in agreement. 

"Unfortunately," Ms. Roswell began. She gave her class a sad smile and 
continued, "Mr. Higgins just informed me that this year's field day is going 
to be canceled because the games and supplies from last year are missing. 

I am very sorry; I know how much you were all looking forward to it." 

Ms. Roswell looked around at the solemn faces of her students; she was 
just as disappointed as they were. She knew how much they looked forward 
to field day. Each year all the classes in the school competed against one 
another in kickball, tug-of-war, and a three-legged race. 

"Go to the closet, get your coats, and line up. It's time for recess, and 
then we will go to art," Ms. Roswell instructed. She hoped that going 
outside would lift the children's spirits. 

The students quickly scurried around collecting their belongings and 
lining up, eager to go out to the playground. 

Anne was standing at the end of the line when she noticed Jimmy 
lingering by his desk. 

"Come on, Jimmy, everyone is going outside," Anne called to her friend 
as she motioned for him to join her. 

Jimmy ignored Anne and stayed by his desk until all the students left. 
After they were gone, he peeked out into the hallway to make sure that no 
other teachers were around. Then he sneakily made his way into the hall. 

"What are you doing?" Anne asked from behind him, causing Jimmy to 
jump in surprise. 

"I'm going to find the supplies for field day," Jimmy explained. 

"I'm going too," Anne told him. 

"Fine," Jimmy agreed. 

Jimmy and Anne searched all over the school. They checked the janitor's 




closet, the music room, and the library. They even checked the cafeteria, 
but there was no sign of the field day supplies anywhere. Finally, realizing 
recess was almost over, they ran to the art room, where they knew their 
class would be going next. 

Jimmy entered the classroom disappointed that he couldn't save field 
day. As he walked toward his table, he noticed a box peeking out of the art 
supply closet. Jimmy opened the door and found all the field day supplies. 

"Ms. Roswell, look!" Anne shouted, excitedly pointing to Jimmy as her 
class came into the classroom. 

Ms. Roswell was surprised when she saw all the games and supplies for 
field day. 

"Jimmy, you saved field day!" his classmates cheered happily. 

When Mrs. McCray, the loopy art teacher, came into the classroom and 
saw all the commotion, she slapped a hand to her forehead and murmured 
something about forgetting that she was responsible for storing all the 
supplies last year. 

"I'll go inform Mr. Higgins that field day is back on," Mrs. McCray said. 

"Jimmy," Ms. Roswell said, "since you solved the mystery of the missing 
supplies, I think you should be our class's captain for field day." 

Jimmy smiled as the rest of his class cheered, excited that field day was 
back on. 


Read the story, and then answer questions #1-4. 



01 Which sentence from the story tells you that Jimmy didn't want anyone to know that 

he was looking for the field day supplies? 

A r Ms. Roswell looked around at the solemn faces of her students; she was 
just as disappointed as they were. 

B r After they were gone, he peeked out into the hallway to make sure that 
no other teachers were around. 

C T Jimmy smiled as the rest of his class cheered, excited that field day 
was back on. 

D r "When are we going to choose team captains for field day?" he asked 
eagerly. 




02 What is the theme in this story? 

A r Exercise is good for you. 

B r Everyone needs team spirit. 

C r If you want something, work for it. 

D r Teachers and students should work together. 



03 Which of the following best explains why the narrator describes the students as 
both "solemn" and "disappointed" at the beginning of the passage? 


A r to describe how the students feel about field day being cancelled 

B r to describe how the students feel about choosing team captains 

C r to describe how the students feel about speaking to the principal 

D r to describe the way the students feel about competing against one another 


04 How does the narrator's point of view affect how the events are described? 
A r It tells me that he or she has been an art teacher. 

B r It tells me that he or she has played in a field day. 

C r It tells me that he or she has been a team captain. 

D r It tells me that he or she has had experience in schools 


A Night on the Rails 
A Two-Act Play 
By Melissa Van Ruiten 


Cast of Characters: 

Porter - employed by the train company 

Mrs. Rumblemeyer - a wealthy passenger 

Miss Aiken - a newspaper journalist traveling alone 

Mr. Flannigan - a businessman on his way home to Chicago 

Act I 

(It is the middle of the night, and the passenger train screeches to a 
grinding halt. Worried passengers begin emerging from their sleeping 
compartments. Everyone has been awakened and looks quite alarmed.) 






PORTER: ( Walking down the hallway of car 3.) Everyone, please stay calm. 
I'm sure the engineer will start the train again soon, and you will all arrive 
at your destinations in a timely manner. 

MRS. RUMBLEMEYER, MISS AIKEN, and MR. FLANNIGAN: (All talking at 
once.) What's going on? Why have we stopped? Is something wrong? When 
will we start moving again? Is this a serious delay? 

PORTER: (Trying to calm everyone.) Please, please! Everyone settle down. I 
will try to find out what's happened. In the meanwhile, can I bring anyone a 
glass of water? 

(Just as the Porter exits the car , the lights flicker , and a few passengers cry 
out.) 

MRS. RUMBLEMEYER: (Wringing her hands, looking frightened.) What on 
earth is going on? My husband is hard of hearing and sleeps like a log, but I 
can't believe he's sleeping through this! 

MR. FLANNIGAN: (Rubbing his forehead , looking worried.) My wife and kids 
will be waiting at the Chicago station. We have already been traveling as 
slow as a snail. I wonder how late this will make us now... 

MISS AIKEN: (Looking around excitedly.) I guarantee there's an incredible 
story behind this! Wait until my editor hears about this! 

MRS. RUMBLEMEYER: Well, young lady, I don't think this is anything to act 
excited about. My husband and I have paid good money for this trip, and 
we certainly don't expect to be inconvenienced. Mr. Rumblemeyer is going 
to be as mad as a hornet when he awakens and finds we've had a delay. 

MISS AIKEN: (Rolling her eyes.) Oh, I don't think this is a mere 
inconvenience. Trains don't just stop without a reason. Something big must 
have happened! 

(Miss Aiken runs into her compartment and retrieves a note pad. 

Mrs. Rumblemeyer begins fanning herself. Mr. Flannigan starts pacing. Just 
then , the Porter returns.) 

PORTER: Everything is fine, ladies and gentlemen. I have received word 
from the conductor that we will be on our way shortly. 


(The train begins to move. Everyone looks relieved except Miss Aiken.) 


MISS AIKEN: (Sighing.) Too bad, I guess there's no story after all. 
(Everyone returns to his or her compartment. No one sees the mysterious 
man who slips on board just as the train begins to pull away.) 

Read the excerpt from a play, and then answer questions #5-10. 


05 According to the play, which sentence tells how Mr. Flannigan and Mrs. 
Rumblemeyer are similar? 


A r Both are puzzled by the mysterious new passenger. 

B r Both are angry with Miss Aiken for being excited. 

C r Both are worried about people waiting for them. 

D r Both are upset about the delay in their trip. 



06 What is the central idea of this excerpt? 


A r Good newspaper stories can happen anywhere at any time. 

B r Train porters know everything that happens on a train. 

C r Life is full of mystery and sadness. 

D r Things are not always as they seem. 



07 Which of the following is a simile used to describe Mrs. Rumblemeyer' 
husband's absence from the others? 


A r "is hard of hearing" 
B r "sleeps like a log" 

C r "slow as a snail" 

D r "mad as a hornet" 



08 How do the events in act 1 affect the overall mood? 

A r The train stopping without reason and the final stage direction 
give the play a mysterious mood. 

B r When the train begins to move and Miss Aiken sighs, the play 
takes on a mood of disappointment. 

C r The slow, sleepy actions of the passengers give the play a 
hopeless mood. 

D r The porter's remarks about the engineer give the play a 
scary mood. 



09 Which of the following events would most likely occur in act 2 of the play? 

A r The porter will go off duty. 

B r Miss Aiken will go back to sleep. 

C r Mrs. Rumblemeyer will talk to the train engineer. 

D r A new character, the mysterious man, will be introduced. 



10 Write your response to question #10. 


Write a paragraph that ENDS the story told in A Night on the Rails. 

Your paragraph should tell what the characters say and describe the events 
and actions. 




























Questions #11 and #12 relate to BOTH the story and the play. 

PART 1 — Paired Passages 

The Case of the Missing Supplies 
By Nicole Welsh 

"Ms. Roswell?" Jimmy called out, raising his hand. 

"Yes, Jimmy," his teacher responded as she returned to the front 
of the classroom from the hallway where she had been having a 
conversation with Mr. Higgins, the school's principal. 

"When are we going to choose team captains for field day?" 
he asked eagerly. His classmates all nodded their heads in 
agreement. 

"Unfortunately," Ms. Roswell began. She gave her class a sad 
smile and continued, "Mr. Higgins just informed me that this 
year's field day is going to be canceled because the games and 
supplies from last year are missing. I am very sorry; I know how 
much you were all looking forward to it." 

Ms. Roswell looked around at the solemn faces of her students; 
she was just as disappointed as they were. She knew how much 
they looked forward to field day. Each year all the classes in the 
school competed against one another in kickball, tug-of-war, and 
a three-legged race. 

"Go to the closet, get your coats, and line up. It's time for recess, 
and then we will go to art," Ms. Roswell instructed. She hoped that 
going outside would lift the children's spirits. 

The students quickly scurried around collecting their belongings 
and lining up, eager to go out to the playground. 

Anne was standing at the end of the line when she noticed 

Jimmy lingering by his desk. 

"Come on, Jimmy, everyone is going outside," Anne called to her 

friend as she motioned for him to join her. 

Jimmy ignored Anne and stayed by his desk until all the 
students left. After they were gone, he peeked out into the hallway 
to make sure that no other teachers were around. Then he sneakily 
made his way into the hall. 

"What are you doing?" Anne asked from behind him, causing 
Jimmy to jump in surprise. 

"I'm going to find the supplies for field day," Jimmy explained. 

"I'm going too," Anne told him. 

"Fine," Jimmy agreed. 


Jimmy and Anne searched all over the school. They checked the 
janitor's closet, the music room, and the library. They even checked 
the cafeteria, but there was no sign of the field day supplies 
anywhere. Finally, realizing recess was almost over, they ran to the 
art room, where they knew their class would be going next. 

Jimmy entered the classroom disappointed that he couldn't save 
field day. As he walked toward his table, he noticed a box peeking 
out of the art supply closet. Jimmy opened the door and found all 
the field day supplies. 

"Ms. Roswell, look!" Anne shouted, excitedly pointing to Jimmy 
as her class came into the classroom. 

Ms. Roswell was surprised when she saw all the games and 
supplies for field day. 

"Jimmy, you saved field day!" his classmates cheered happily. 

When Mrs. McCray, the loopy art teacher, came into the 
classroom and saw all the commotion, she slapped a hand to her 
forehead and murmured something about forgetting that she was 

responsible for storing all the supplies last year. 

"I'll go inform Mr. Higgins that field day is back on," Mrs. McCray said. 

"Jimmy," Ms. Roswell said, "since you solved the mystery of the 
missing supplies, I think you should be our class's captain for field day." 

Jimmy smiled as the rest of his class cheered, excited that field day 
was back on. 


A Night on the Rails 
A Two-Act Play 
By Melissa Van Ruiten 

Cast of Characters: 

Porter - employed by the train company 

Mrs. Rumblemeyer - a wealthy passenger 

Miss Aiken - a newspaper journalist traveling alone 

Mr. Flannigan - a businessman on his way home to Chicago 

Act I 

(It is the middle of the night , and the passenger train screeches to a 
grinding halt. Worried passengers begin emerging from their sleeping 
compartments. Everyone has been awakened and looks quite alarmed.) 


PORTER: (Walking down the hallway of car 3.) Everyone, please stay calm. 
I'm sure the engineer will start the train again soon, and you will all 
arrive at your destinations in a timely manner. 

MRS. RUMBLEMEYER, MISS AIKEN, and MR. FLANNIGAN: (All talking at 
once.) What's going on? Why have we stopped? Is something wrong? 

When will we start moving again? Is this a serious delay? 

PORTER: (Trying to calm everyone.) Please, please! Everyone settle 
down. I will try to find out what's happened. In the meanwhile, 
can I bring anyone a glass of water? 

(Just as the Porter exits the car, the lights flicker; and a few 
passengers cry out.) 

MRS. RUMBLEMEYER: (Wringing her hands, looking frightened.) 

What on earth is going on? My husband is hard of hearing and 
sleeps like a log, but I can't believe he's sleeping through this! 

MR. FLANNIGAN: (Rubbing his forehead, looking worried.) My 
wife and kids will be waiting at the Chicago station. We have 
already been traveling as slow as a snail. I wonder how late this 
will make us now... 

MISS AIKEN: (Looking around excitedly.) I guarantee there's an 
incredible story behind this! Wait until my editor hears about this! 

MRS. RUMBLEMEYER: Well, young lady, I don't think this is 
anything to act excited about. My husband and I have paid good 
money for this trip, and we certainly don't expect to be 
inconvenienced. Mr. Rumblemeyer is going to be as mad as a hornet 
when he awakens and finds we've had a delay. 

MISS AIKEN: (Rolling her eyes.) Oh, I don't think this is a mere 
inconvenience. Trains don't just stop without a reason. Something 
big must have happened! 

(Miss Aiken runs into her compartment and retrieves a note pad. 

Mrs. Rumblemeyer begins fanning herself. Mr. Flannigan starts 
pacing. Just then, the Porter returns.) 

PORTER: Everything is fine, ladies and gentlemen. I have received 


word from the conductor that we will be on our way shortly. 

(The train begins to move. Everyone looks relieved except 
Miss Aiken.) 

MISS AIKEN: (Sighing.) Too bad, I guess there's no story after all. 

(Everyone returns to his or her compartment. No one sees the 
mysterious man who slips on board just as the train begins to 
pull away.) 


11 How is the information given by the narrator in the story different from the 
information given in the stage directions in the play? 

A r The narrator in the story tells the characters how to act. 

The stage directions in the play describe the setting. 

B r The narrator in the story uses the first person because he or 
she is a character in the story. The stage directions in the play 
tell the characters what to do. 

C r The narrator in the story describes events as they happen to the 
characters. The stage directions in the play tell the characters 
what to do, and that tells the reader what is happening. 

D r The narrator in the story uses phrases to describe the action. 
The stage directions in the play use run-on sentences. 



12 Which of the following describes how the stories are similar? 


A r They both have a cast of mysterious characters. 

B r Each story has a mystery that needs to be solved. 

C r The main character in each story is also the prime suspect 
in a mystery. 

D r Both stories are about characters who would like to become 
professional detectives. 



Read the passage, and then answer questions #13-16. 

PART 2: 

Pioneering Pilots 
By Patrick O'Brien 

Charles Lindbergh and Amelia Earhart were both important figures in the 
early days of flight. Each pilot accomplished amazing feats and earned a 
place in aviation history. 

Charles Lindbergh 

Charles Lindbergh was born in 1902. As a teenager, he craved 
excitement and took flying lessons. By nineteen, he was fearlessly flying as 
a trick pilot in air shows. He even walked on airplanes' wings. As an officer 
in the Army Air Service Reserve, Lindbergh was known as a daredevil and a 
skilled pilot. 

He dreamed of being the first to fly solo from New York across the 
Atlantic Ocean to Paris, France. He would fly over 3,600 miles without a 
stop and all alone. 

On May 20, 1927, Lindbergh lifted his single-engine plane, The Spirit of 
St. Louis, from an airfield in New York. He had a canteen of water and five 
sandwiches, but not his parachute or radio. They were too heavy, and, he 
bravely decided, not necessary. 

Lindbergh flew through deep darkness and a tossing storm. He used 
compasses and the stars to navigate over the ocean. He could not sleep; 
that would mean risking falling into the water. He needed strength and 
endurance to make it through the night. 

At last, after almost thirty-four hours in the air, Lindbergh landed safely 
in Paris. He was hailed as an aviation hero, and newspapers named him 
"Lucky Lindy/' 

When he returned to the United States, he went on tour. Lindbergh 
flew The Spirit of St. Louis to more than ninety cities where he gave 
speeches and rode in parades. He wrote several books about his famous 
flight and traveled the world until his death in 1974. 

Amelia Earhart 

Amelia Earhart had no desire to fly as a child. In fact, she had no interest 
in aviation at all. A trip to a stunt-flying show during her late teens changed 
that. Suddenly, she needed to fly. But it was the early 1900s. Aviation, it 
was thought, was only for men. 

Earhart was determined. She began taking flying lessons in 1921. She 
bought her own airplane, a yellow two-seater that she nicknamed 


"The Canary." In this plane, Earhart set the first of many records. She was 
the sixteenth woman to be issued a pilot's license. 

Five years after Lindbergh's flight, Earhart made her own Atlantic solo 
crossing in 1932. She proved that a woman could have the same courage 
and stamina as a man to accomplish the grueling trip. 

Earhart continued to set records for solo flights and speed. In 1937, she 
set a new goal—to be the first person to fly around the world. 

Although her initial attempt failed and her plane was badly damaged, 
Earhart did not give up. Determined to succeed, she had the plane rebuilt. 

"I have a feeling that there is just about one more good flight in my 
system, and I hope this trip is it," she said. 

Earhart began her journey on June 1, 1937. She was accompanied by 
navigator Fred Noonan. Noonan's skills would help to guide their voyage. By 
the end of the month, the pair had flown 22,000 miles. The last 7,000 miles 
were over the Pacific Ocean. 

On July 2, 1937, Earhart radioed a few weak, brief messages. Sadly, she 
was never heard from or seen again. Exactly what happened to her has 
remained a mystery. 


13 Which of the following statements supports the conclusion that 
Lindbergh's trip was dangerous? 

A r When he returned to the United States, he went on tour. 

B r Lindbergh flew through deep darkness and a tossing storm. 

C r As a teenager, he craved excitement and took flying lessons. 

D r By nineteen, he was fearlessly flying as a trick pilot in air shows. 






14 Which of the following is an appropriate summary statement for the 


passage? 


A r Early pilots who wanted to set records encountered difficult 
flying conditions. Some, like Charles Lindbergh, survived the 
risks, but Amelia Earhart, an early female pilot, did not. 

B r Early pilots often named their planes probably because they 

felt close to them. Lindbergh's plane was The Spirit of St. Louis , 
and Earhart's plane was "The Canary." 

C r Flying really got started in the early 1900s. Most of the pilots 
at the time were men; women had a tough time becoming 
pilots. 

D r Lindbergh and Earhart had different goals. Lindbergh wanted 
to cross the Atlantic, and Earhart wanted to fly around the 
world. 



15 Which of the following excerpts from the passage clarifies the 
meaning of the word aviation ? 

A r Each pilot accomplished amazing feats and earned a place 
in aviation history. 

B r He was hailed as an aviation hero, and newspapers named 
him "Lucky Lindy." 

C r in fact, she had no interest in aviation at all. 

D r Aviation, it was thought, was only for men. 



16 Which passage best supports the author's claim that Amelia Earhart 
had "courage and stamina"? 

A r Five years after Lindbergh's flight, Earhart made her own 
Atlantic solo crossing in 1932. 

B r She bought her own airplane, a yellow two-seater that she 
nicknamed "The Canary." 

C r She was accompanied by navigator Fred Noonan. 

D r Earhart began her journey on June 1, 1937. 




Read the passage, and then answer questions #17-20. 


How high can we go? 
By Vonta Bond 


Early Flights 

Look up in the sky. Is it a bird? No, it's a 
plane! Planes are a recent invention, but humans 
have been dreaming about flight for thousands 
of years. Examples of human interest in flying 
are found throughout history. The Chinese 
invented kites over 2,000 years ago. They later 
developed rockets to launch fireworks into the 
air. In the 1400s, the Italian artist Leonardo da 
Vinci made a design for a flying machine that 
included a plan for wings that flapped like a 
bird's. Many people worked on ideas that would 
help humans take flight. 


Flight Firsts 


1750 


1783_ 

1785 


A hot air balloon 
takes off. 

Balloonists cross the 
English Channel. 


Flying Machines 

It wasn't until 1783 that the first humans 
moved through the air. In that year, two 
Frenchmen used a fire to fill an enormous linen 
balloon with hot air. The hot air inside made the 
balloon lighter than the cooler air around it. The 
balloon rose and took the two men 300 feet into 
the air. 

Gliders were the first flying machines that 
were heavier than air. They were similar in 
shape to modern airplanes except that they were 
much lighter and did not have engines. They 
took off from high points, and then they would slowly glide toward the 
ground on air currents. Gliders stayed in the air for short distances only, 
couldn't hold much weight, and were hard to control. After some research, 
the Wright brothers figured out how to steer a glider in the air. They used 
that design when they made the very first airplane powered by an engine in 
1903. 


1903 


1927 
1932 


1947- 


An airplane flies 
powered by an engine. 

~ / CharIes Undbergh flies 
an airplane across the 

^Atlantic Ocean. 

—Amelia Earhart crosses 
the Atlantic Ocean in 
an airplane. 

Chuck Yeager breaks 
the sound barrier in 
the X-l airplane. 


How Planes Fly 

Unlike hot-air balloons, airplanes are very heavy, so how can they fly? 
The secret is the shape of the wings; the top of the wing is curved, and the 
bottom is flat. When a plane moves forward, the air above the wing is 








squeezed more than the air below the wing. The squeezed air moves faster, 
which causes its pressure to decrease. The more pressurized air below the 
wing pushes up on the plane. If the plane is moving fast enough, the 
difference in the air pressure above and below the wing lifts the plane off 
the ground. 

Flying Today 

Most air travelers today ride in jets. Although fueled by gasoline like 
those first planes invented in the early 1900s, jets travel much faster. 

Some modern airplanes can even beat the speed of sound. They are 
called supersonic airplanes. 

Today's jet planes are far different from simple hot-air balloons. But any 
type of flying is exciting! That's why experienced jet pilots and young kite 
owners alike are thrilled by the idea of flying through the air. 



17 Which of the following details best supports the fact that the way an 
airplane is built allows it to fly through the air? 

A r Unlike hot-air balloons, airplanes are very heavy. 

B r They took off from high points and would slowly glide toward 

the ground on air currents. 

C r The difference in the air pressure above and below the wing 
lifts the plane off the ground. 

D r Some modern airplanes can even beat the speed of sound. 








18 Which of the following webs best summarizes the passage? 


B 


D r 


The interest 
in flying 
goes back 
2,000 years. 



Jets are 
fueled by 
gasoline like 
other planes. 


Kites were 
invented 
2,000 
years ago. 


It flew in 
France. 



/ Many 
people fly 
in jets today. 


The Chinese 
invented 
many things. 


The first 
hot-air balloon 
was invented 
1783. 


Kites were 
invented and 
then rockets, 
hot-air balloons, 
gliders, and finally 
powered airplanes 
and jets. 


Jets travel 
• faster than the 
speed of sound. 


They invented 
- rockets for 
fireworks. 


Hot air made the 
- balloon lighter 
than cold air. 



19 Read the following sentence. 


Although fueled by gasoline like those first planes invented in the early 
1900s, jets travel much faster. 


What does the word fueled mean as it is used in this sentence? 
A r slowed 

B r powered 

C r spent 

D r consumed 


















20 Which underlined word comes from the Latin root that means "above or 


greater than"? 

A r airplane 

B r gliders 

C r pressure 

D r Supersonic 


Questions #21-23 relate to BOTH articles. 

PART 2 — Paired Passages 


Pioneering Pilots 

By Patrick O'Brien 

Charles Lindbergh and Amelia Earhart were both important figures in the 
early days of flight. Each pilot accomplished amazing feats and earned a 
place in aviation history. 

Charles Lindbergh 

Charles Lindbergh was born in 1902. As a teenager, he craved 
excitement and took flying lessons. By nineteen, he was fearlessly flying as 
a trick pilot in air shows. He even walked on airplanes' wings. As an officer 
in the Army Air Service Reserve, Lindbergh was known as a daredevil and a 
skilled pilot. 

He dreamed of being the first to fly solo from New York across the 
Atlantic Ocean to Paris, France. He would fly over 3,600 miles without a 
stop and all alone. 

On May 20, 1927, Lindbergh lifted his single-engine plane, The Spirit of 
St. Louis, from an airfield in New York. He had a canteen of water and five 
sandwiches, but not his parachute or radio. They were too heavy, and, he 




bravely decided, not necessary. 

Lindbergh flew through deep darkness and a tossing storm. He used 
compasses and the stars to navigate over the ocean. He could not sleep; 
that would mean risking falling into the water. He needed strength and 
endurance to make it through the night. 

At last, after almost thirty-four hours in the air, Lindbergh landed safely 
in Paris. He was hailed as an aviation hero, and newspapers named him 
"Lucky Lindy." 

When he returned to the United States, he went on tour. Lindbergh 
flew The Spirit of St. Louis to more than ninety cities where he gave 
speeches and rode in parades. He wrote several books about his famous 
flight and traveled the world until his death in 1974. 

Amelia Earhart 

Amelia Earhart had no desire to fly as a child. In fact, she had no interest 
in aviation at all. A trip to a stunt-flying show during her late teens changed 
that. Suddenly, she needed to fly. But it was the early 1900s. Aviation, it 
was thought, was only for men. 

Earhart was determined. She began taking flying lessons in 1921. She 
bought her own airplane, a yellow two-seater that she nicknamed 
"The Canary." In this plane, Earhart set the first of many records. She was 
the sixteenth woman to be issued a pilot's license. 

Five years after Lindbergh's flight, Earhart made her own Atlantic solo 
crossing in 1932. She proved that a woman could have the same courage 
and stamina as a man to accomplish the grueling trip. 

Earhart continued to set records for solo flights and speed. In 1937, she 
set a new goal—to be the first person to fly around the world. 

Although her initial attempt failed and her plane was badly damaged, 
Earhart did not give up. Determined to succeed, she had the plane rebuilt. 

"I have a feeling that there is just about one more good flight in my 
system, and I hope this trip is it," she said. 

Earhart began her journey on June 1, 1937. She was accompanied by 
navigator Fred Noonan. Noonan's skills would help to guide their voyage. By 
the end of the month, the pair had flown 22,000 miles. The last 7,000 miles 
were over the Pacific Ocean. 

On July 2, 1937, Earhart radioed a few weak, brief messages. Sadly, she 
was never heard from or seen again. Exactly what happened to her has 
remained a mystery. 



How high can we go? 

By Vonta Bond 
Early Flights 

Look up in the sky. Is it a bird? No, it's a 
plane! Planes are a recent invention, but humans 
have been dreaming about flight for thousands 
of years.Examples of human interest in flying 
are found throughout history. The Chinese 
invented kites over 2,000 years ago. They later 
developed rockets to launch fireworks into the 
air. In the 1400s, the Italian artist Leonardo da 
Vinci made a design for a flying machine that 
included a plan for wings that flapped like a 
bird's. Many people worked on ideas that would 
help humans take flight. 

Flying Machines 

It wasn't until 1783 that the first humans 
moved through the air. In that year, two 
Frenchmen used a fire to fill an enormous linen 
balloon with hot air. The hot air inside made the 
balloon lighter than the cooler air around it. The 
balloon rose and took the two men 300 feet into 
the air. 

Gliders were the first flying machines that 
were heavier than air. They were similar in 
shape to modern airplanes except that they were much lighter and did not 
have engines. They took off from high points, and then they would slowly 
glide toward the ground on air currents. Gliders stayed in the air for short 
distances only, couldn't hold much weight, and were hard to control. After 
some research, the Wright brothers figured out how to steer a glider in the 
air. They used that design when they made the very first airplane powered 
by an engine in 1903. 

How Planes Fly 

Unlike hot-air balloons, airplanes are very heavy, so how can they fly? 
The secret is the shape of the wings; the top of the wing is curved, and the 
bottom is flat. When a plane moves forward, the air above the wing is 
squeezed more than the air below the wing. The squeezed air moves faster, 
which causes its pressure to decrease. The more pressurized air below the 
wing pushes up on the plane. If the plane is moving fast enough, the 
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difference in the air pressure above and below the wing lifts the plane off 
the ground. 

Flying Today 

Most air travelers today ride in jets. Although fueled by gasoline like 
those first planes invented in the early 1900s, jets travel much faster. 
Some modern airplanes can even beat the speed of sound. They are 
called supersonic airplanes. 

Today's jet planes are far different from simple hot-air balloons. But any 
type of flying is exciting! That's why experienced jet pilots and young kite 
owners alike are thrilled by the idea of flying through the air. 



21 Which of the following best describes the text structure of "Pioneering 
Pilots" and "How high can we go?" 


A r Both articles tell problems and their solutions. 

B n Both articles tell main ideas and supporting details. 

C r "Pioneering Pilots" presents information chronologically, and 
“How high can we go?" compares and contrasts information. 

D r "Pioneering Pilots" compares and contrasts information, and 
"How high can we go?" presents information chronologically. 


22 How does the discussion of airplanes differ in the two articles? 

A r "How high can we go?" focuses on flying machines such as 
airplanes. "Pioneering Pilots" focuses on two early pioneering 
pilots. 

B r "How high can we go?" tells how rockets and jets work and 
how they are related to airplanes. "Pioneering Pilots" tells 
how airplanes fly. 

C h "How high can we go?" tells how the Chinese invented kites. 
"Pioneering Pilots" focuses on two specific planes, The Spirit 
of St. Louis and "The Canary." 

D n "How high can we go?" explains France's role in the 

development of planes. "Pioneering Pilots" explains what flying 
lessons are like. 
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23 Which of the following best combines the information in both articles? 

A r Lindbergh landed in France where the first hot-air balloons 
were invented. 

B r it took many inventors and risk-taking pilots to get to modern 
airplanes. 

C r People now fly around the world just like Earhart wanted to do. 

D r The history of flight was full of risks and failures. 


Read the draft, and then answer questions #24-27. 

PART 3: 

Longer school days? 

This is a rough draft of an opinion essay. It has some mistakes. 

iSome people think that the school day should be longer. 2 School could 
start earlier in the morning, or it will last longer in the afternoon. 3 Some, 
people think more time in school will help kids do better on tests. 4 I don t 
think this is true. 5 One of the reasons I think a longer school day is a bad 
idea is that it would affect after-school activities. 6 Many kids participate in 
sports and clubs after school. 7 This helps them stay active. 8 It also helps 
them make more friends. 

9 If school starts earlier, many students will be tired and unfocused 
threwout the day. 10 They will want to go home after school instead of to 
their activities. n If school lasted longer, activities would have to be held 
late at night. 12 Then we wouldn't have much time for homework or to spend 
time with our families. 



24 Read this sentence from the paragraph. 


School could start earlier in the morning, or it Mil last longer in the 
afternoon. 


Which word should replace the word "will" in this sentence? 
A r can 

B r could 

C r might 

D r would 



25 Read this sentence from the paragraph. 


If school starts earlier, many students will be tired and unfocused 
threwout the day. 


Which is the correct way to spell the word threwout in the sentence? 
A r throughout 

B r through out 
C r threw out 

D r threwout 



26 What is the best way to revise sentence 5 so it still gives an opinion 
and a reason? 


A i After-school activities would be affected by making the school 
day longer. 

B r The worst thing about longer school days is that they affect 
after-school activities. 

C r Longer school days are bad because they would affect after¬ 
school activities among other reasons. 

D r There are some bad consequences to having a longer school 
day such as affecting after-school activities. 
























27 What is the best concluding sentence for this paragraph? 

A r Overall, I do not believe that lengthening the school day is the 
best thing for the students. 

B r in conclusion, making the school day longer is a bad idea that 
would not be good for students. 

C r All in all, starting school earlier and having it go later in the 
afternoon would result in a lot of sleepy students. 

D r All these are reasons I think making the school day longer is a 
good idea for teachers but a bad idea for students. 


